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TAGS: EAID, NG, US 

SUB J : NIGER PEANUT SEEDS 

REF: STATE 066844 AND PREVIOUS 

1. AMB. PI AT. I .O INFORMED DEPARTMENT APRIL 8 HE HAS BEEN IN 
CONTACT WITH SONARA DIRECTOR NIAMEY CONCERNING 5000 TONS 
PEANUT SEED IN TAMPA. HE INFORMED BY SONARA THAT PROF. 
NORDEN, UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA AT GAINESVILLE, HAD TESTED 
SEEDS (CONFIRMED AS FLORUNNER) AND FOUND THEM SUITABLE FOR 
NIGER. SEEDS ORIGINATE WITH STEVENS INDUSTRY, DAWSON, 
GEORGIA. SONARA, ON BASIS NORDEN'S ASSURANCES, PLANNING TO 
ACCEPT SHIPMENT, WHICH NOW BEING BAGGED AT BRADENTON, FLA. 

2. DURING TALKS WITH AMB. HECK AND AID, AMB. DTAT.I.O HAS 
ISSUED GON REQUEST FOR US ASSISTANCE IN FINANCING PEANUT 
SEEDS ALREADY PURCHASED. SONARA HAS BOUGHT ABOUT 5000 TONS 
SEED FROM SENEGAL AND OVER 7000 TONS FROM US. TOTAL PUR- 
CHASE COST IN NEIGHBORHOOD THREE BILLION CFA FRANCS. 

DIALLO SUGGESTED US MIGHT ASSIST FOR AMERICAN PORTION OF 
SEEDS PURCHASED. THIS REQUEST CURRENTLY UNDER CONSIDER- 
ATION. RUSH 
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